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signing of the Serbo-Bulgarian Treaty which was to lead to
the Balkan Wars, it was expressly stated that "the tele-
gram announcing mobilization is also at the same time
to be effective as the Tsar's order for the opening of hos-
tilities against Germany and Austria."79 Though this
order, for technical and political reasons, was later can-
celled, and the telegrams for mobilization and the opening
of hostilities were to be issued separately, it still represented
the conception of military men that general mobilization
means war. Dobrorolski, for instance, speaking of the Rus-
sian mobilization of 1914, says explicitly: "The whole plan
of mobilization is worked out ahead to its end in all its
details. When the moment has been chosen, one only has
to press the button, and the whole state begins to function
automatically with the precision of a clock's mechanism.
. . . The choice of the moment is influenced by a complex
of varied political causes. But once the moment has been
fixed, everything is settled; there is no going back; it de-
termines mechanically the beginning of war." 80
79 Quoted by Frantz, pp. 46, 234.
so Dobrorolski, p. 92 (German ed,, p. 91).